
Excerpt of “The Suffragists:  
From Tea-Parties to Prison”  

Gluck 
Before the prison part, can you describe more what happened with the picketing. 
Were you harassed while you were picketing?  
 

Kettler 
We were terribly harassed. There were always men and women standing out 
there harassing us and throwing some pretty bad insults—and pretty obscene 
ones. 
 

Gluck 
The women, too? 
 

Kettler 
The women weren’t obscene, but the men were quite obscene. During that 
period, somebody shot right through the open windows of the Little White House 
of the headquarters—could have killed any woman that happened to be in the 
right position for it. And we couldn’t get police protection. We just couldn’t get it! 

The police, as I said, left us alone; but when the crowd got too noisy and the 
police couldn’t get rid of them, then they hauled us in for obstructing traffic. 
 

Gluck 
How large a crowd would gather everyday? 
 

Kettler 
I don’t remember, but it seemed pretty big to me. 
 

Gluck 
Of the people passing by, were they all hostile? Did you get any support? 
 

Kettler 
We had some support, but you took your life in your hands. If any of the 
bystanders supported us, they could be beaten by the rest of the crowd. 



Gluck 
How did you handle the bystanders? Did you just ignore them? 
 

Kettler 
We just ignored them. These were our instructions: “Just absolutely pay no 
attention to them.” Then, towards the end, I know they started throwing stuff at 
the women. We had no police protection whatever—absolutely none. The only 
protection we had [laughter] was when we were arrested; then we were 
protected. [Laughter] 
 

Gluck 
How did you feel about all this? Were you pretty frightened? 
 

Kettler 
Oh, I was brave. My goodness. I was fighting for a cause. I didn’t pay attention to 
them. 
 

Gluck 
How did it work? Did the four people stand there all day, or did someone come 
and— 
 

Kettler 
I don’t remember. We probably must have had shifts. I don’t think that we were 
there all day; I think we were there so many hours. We did have shifts. What did 
Doris Stevens say about it? Do you recall? You know, I had two books and I gave 
them both away. (I’m like that; when I value a thing very much and I value a 
friendship, I give what I value.) 
 

Later in the interview: 
 

Gluck 
So you were picketing a couple of days, then, before the arrest? 
 

Kettler 
I don’t really know how long I picketed. I cannot tell you that, I do not remember. 
On one of the picketing days, the police hauled us in and took us to jail. 
 



Gluck 
When you were arrested, were the four of you in one van when they took you 
off? 
 

Kettler 
I suppose so—or one car, whatever it was. All four of us would be arrested at one 
time. Immediately, the lawyer or somebody was sent to the city jail to bail us out. 
 

Gluck 
So you weren’t really in jail very long when you were first arrested? 
 

Kettler 
No, we were probably there an hour. We were bailed out right away and then we 
appeared in court. 
 

Gluck 
How long did you have to wait for your trial to come up, then? 
 

Kettler 
I don’t remember, but it wasn’t very long. After all, they [the N.W.P.] had to board 
us and that costs money. But they really got a lot of money; they got a lot of 
contributions. 
 

Gluck 
Once you knew you were going to be going to jail, then, how did you feel? 
 

Kettler 
I already knew. As I said, I knew it when I was in New York because Katherine told 
me. She said, “You might go to jail; you might be arrested.” I said, “That’s all 
right.” But I could not have gone again to jail. 
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